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BECOMING AN ARTIST AND MAKING ARTISTS

by Tara Lynn Groth

IF YOU FIND YOURSELF IN A NORTH RALEIGH
RETAIL CENTER NEIGHBORING A GYM, GROCERY,
RESTAURANTS, AND YOUR TYPICAL CAROUSEL
OF RETAIL STOREFRONTS, ONE SPACE IS A FEW
STROKES APART AND FULL OF ARTISTS. THESE
ARTISTS ARE NOT REALLY ARTISTS, THEY ARE
ANYONE AND EVERYONE.

“This is as close to paint-by-numbers for grown-ups
as you can get,” explains the force behind the unique
space Artistic Abandon, Emily Page. Page started her
Raleigh sip-and-paint studio in 2011. Painting in a
class setting at Artistic Abandon is unlike studio time
at a formal art school. For one, alcoholic libations
are welcome, as long as students bring their own
beverages. Secondly, her studio concept is structured
to guide anyone, regardless of their background in art
mediums, to foster their individual vision and paint a
piece of art. Although everyone in Artistic Abandon
classes focus on painting the same landscape or
subject at the same time, she encourages and
empowers students with simple techniques to make
the acrylic paintings their own. Students come solo,
in groups for bachelorette parties, to celebrate
birthdays and other special occasions.

If you ask Page how she started her professional path
as an artist, she would tell you it began by the random
hand of fate. “The night before | chose my major |
simply did eeny, meeny, miny, moe,” she explains
with a laugh. Some outside force decided majors in
theater and English should take the bench, and art
was the one to play at Wake Forest University.

Page’s art studio in Raleigh is not her first. While living
in Florida years ago, she was the first artist a national
art studio franchise hired in The Sunshine State.
After carrying the torch there, she and her husband
moved to Charlottesville, Virginia to care for her aging
parents. As she tended to her father's needs while his
struggle with frontotemporal dementia worsened,
she attempted a mobile sip-and-paint studio service.
However, she found that Virginia's liquor laws were
not as friendly for her business model.

Page needed to choose a suitable location once the
care for her parents was stabilized. After living in
Winston-Salem and visiting the Triangle during her
academic years, she started to consider Raleigh as the
site for her brick-and-mortar location.
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“Raleigh had a little bit of everything,” Page
says. “The Triangle is gorgeous and it feels like
Charlottesville, without the immediate surrounding
mountains.” Fortunately, North Carolina liquor laws
also welcomed her business model.

Artistic Abandon is not the only outlet for her
creativity. Her personal oil paintings are on display
at the United Arts Council and a few shows. She
also works with paper mache and foam sculpting to
create pieces for her husband's business venture:
A 21-acre haunted attraction in Johnston County.
Page also started a blog (emilypageart.wordpress.
com) to showcase her work and connect with other
creatives.

CONTACT: 919.630.5058 | emilypageart@gmail.com

LINKS: emilypageart.wordpress.com
www.artisticabandon.com
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