espite fences and
the best efforts
of watchful own-
ers, dogs love to
follow their
noses and
instincts. Thou-
sands of dogs run away every
day and some experts estimate
that as few as 16 percent make
it back home.

Instead of plastering lost-dog
flyers on telephone poles, many
owners today are turning to
sophisticated GPS systems to
recover lost dogs. The latest
systems feature online tracking,
and email and text alerts to
turn lost dogs into found dogs.

Unlike the microchips
embedded under the surface of
dogs’ skin that hold owners’
information, aiding in recovery,
these GPS systems attach to
collars. Some include a “rescue
button” that anyone who
locates the dog can press to
alert the owner or monitoring
service immediately.

Most GPS systems offer
“geofencing,” which allows own-
ers to establish an electronic
perimeter or “safe zone.” If
their dog strays beyond the
designated area, owners receive
a text and email alert. Unlike
typical electric fences with
shock collars, the GPS systems
are non-invasive and don’t
require installation of sensors.

ONE OWNER'S EXPERIENCE

Cain Kobert. president of a wealth-management
firm in Longmont, Colo., likes his GPS system
because it lets him track his two Greater Swiss
Mountain dogs, Baron and Diesel, as they roam
his rural Colorado residence. He just pulls out
his iPhone and consults a live map on an app.
Kobert got a SpotLite GPS Pet Locator system
after Baron, a champion show dog, had to be
recovered by a search-and-rescue team. Baron
caught sight of big horn sheep one day and took
off into the Colorado wilderness. “He was found
on a ledge, and I was concerned he might do it
again,” Kobert says.

Baron and Diesel’s
owner now keeps
track of them around
his rural Colorado resi-
dence using GPS
locators.
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and White Setter,
has run away from
the family’s
Pennsylvania home
and from vacation
spots, but owner
Cliff Wexler has
quickly recovered
her thanks to the
GPS tracking device
on her collar.
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Auggie, an Irish Red

The wilderness surrounding the Kobert resi-
dence is full of coyote, mountain lions, and bears
— not ideal playmates for Baron and Diesel. If
deer or sheep entice Baron into a chase, Kobert
receives a text message. Once he knows they have
left the property, he checks the map and can view
what direction theyre traveling and their speed.
The tracking system also helps him keep the dogs
safely away from busy nearby highways. Kobert

can even track them when
he is on the road and see
housesitters taking them
for walks.

SpotLite GPS Pet
Locator partners with the
American Kennel Club’s

Animal Recovery Service.

If a dog escapes in the
middle of the night and
the owner is not awake to
view the alert, the 24/7

staff at the AKC CARS can alert the owners and
initiate recovery efforts.

The system also texts owners when their dog
is moving faster than 35 miles per hour — an
indicator that they are in a vehicle.

“This may mean the dog is being stolen, or it
ran away and someone is bringing her home,”
says Megan Lavery, communications manager
with Securus, the GPS system provider.

LOSING YOUR DOG NEAR FAMILIAR HOME SURROUNDINGS
IS BAD ENOUGH, BUT INCREASINGLY THESE DAYS DOGS
COME ALONG FOR A TRIP OR VACATION.

REST AREAS, UNFAMILIAR HOTEL
ROOMS, AND TRAFFIC NOISE POSE

INCREASED RISKS FOR FLIGHT.




WHO CAN BENEFIT FROM GPS?

Are some purebreds or mixed breeds more likely
to stray than others? “Although there are no spe-
cific statistics, I hear the most about Beagles,
huskies, and hounds getting lost,” Lavery says.

GPS tracking systems are especially popular
with those who compete in field trials or hunt
with one or more dogs. The Garmin Astro can
track a pack of 10 dogs simultaneously. “We’ve
used GPS collars on our hounds in the big open
country outside Santa Fe,” says Nancy Ambro-
siano, communications and security director for
Los Alamos National Laboratory. “It’s very use-
ful to know where to look when one of the boys
doesn’t come back.”

Losing your dog near familiar home surround-
ings is bad enough, but increasingly these days
dogs come along for a trip or vacation. Rest
areas, unfamiliar hotel rooms, and traffic noise
pose increased risks for flight.

Cliff Wexler, a systems architect in Pipersville,
Pa., vacations with his family at their Jersey Shore
home. Auggie, their Irish Red and White Setter,
typically joins them. One evening the Wexlers
found themselves in a high-tech search mission
for Auggie after she slipped through a crack in the
fence while the Wexlers’ kids played in the pool.

As soon as they realized she was gone, the
kids parked themselves in front of the computer,
logged onto the locator website, and checked out
Auggie’s digital trail. Wexler was on his phone,
his wife in the car, and they directed her to
Auggie, who had already strayed almost a mile
from their vacation home.

A SAMPLING OF GPS SYSTEMS

Here is a sampling of GPS systems, including pricier and less-expensive
options. Beyond the initial cost. some GPS tracking systems typically have
monthly fees and yearly contracts, with most costing about $15 per month. All
GPS systems emit the same electromagnetic frequency as a typical cell phone
and are recommended for dogs weighing more than 15 pounds.

Garmin Astro
A handheld receiver with a color screen monitors up to 10
dogs at a time, with purchase of additional collars. Sensitive
wransmitters are attached 1o the dogs’ collars and work best in
flat. open spaces. Designed for hunters and field work, with
battery life lasting approximately 24 hours and tracking limit-
s ed to a radius of up to 9 miles. Both the 220 and 320 mod-
els can track up to 10 dogs and are the same price, but dif-
fer slightly in features.
$649.99, includes transmitter, receiver,
and collar. No monthly fees.
www. buy.garmin.com

SpotLight
GPS Pet
Locator and
SpotLite GPS
Pet Locator
Blackberry and iPhone users

currently have access to the live map app, but any cell phone user can receive
text alerts. Geofencing capabilities and a “rescue” button both alert the owner
when the dog leaves a “safe zone”

$249.99, includes SpotLight transmitter; $14.99 per month; $149.99,
includes SpotLite transmitter (does not have an LED light or removable
battery); $14.99 per month. www.spotlightgps.com

RoamEQ Pet Monitor System

Live tracking through a handheld color receiver capable of
tracking up to three dogs, with purchase of additional collars.
Geofencing available, but battery life is approximately 24
hours so this is best suited for hunters and hikers.
$279, includes transmitter, receiver, and collar. No
monthly fees. www.aerators.com

Love My Pets GPS
Internet and phone live-tracking
are available. Compatible with
iPhones. Although this system
uses the Sprint coverage network,
phone users do not have to be
Sprint subscribers.

$129.95, includes collar and
transmitter; $19.95 one-time
activation fee; $14.95 per
month. www.lovemypetgps.com
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GPS systems come in
a variety of styles and
price points, depend-
ing on your dog’s
lifestyle needs.

Check out more
GPS systems
online at
DOGCHANNEL.COM/
EXTRAS
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Auggie is a notorious runaway back at the
Wexler home in Pipersville. “She never goes in
the same direction,” Wexler says. Although an
invisible electric fence is active, Auggie breaks
right through when she spots a rabbit. One time
she took off past midnight in the pouring rain; her
family didn’t know which direction to go. Wexler
took out his phone, checked the live map, and
within five minutes Auggie was home safe. “We
have to have the GPS for peace of mind,” he says.

Some rescue groups have found the systems
useful with dogs in foster care. Kristi Littrell,
adoptions manager at Best Friends Animal
Society in Kanab, Utah, used a GPS locator to
find a foster family’s lost dog. Used only on
select rescue dogs, the tracker helped Littrell
find the brush area where the dog was hiding.

Although dogs will always follow their noses,
the good news is that owners who use a dog track-
ing system leave the “Lost Dog™ posters behind
and bring their pup home fast and easy. DF

Tara Lynne Groth is a freelance writer based
in Raleigh, N.C. She enjoys hiking to
waterfalls with her Australian

Shepherd mix, Ramsay.
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 The DOG FANCY
_nline Poll

WOULD YOU
CONSIDER
GETTING A
GPS

SYSTEM FOR
YOUR DOG?

Definitely, | already have one.
Yes, | think it's a great idea.
Maybe, I'd need to learn more.
No, | don’t think it’s necessary.

SPEAK YOUR MIND
Participate in our online poll at DOGFANCY.COM




